California Association FHA-HERO

LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION SUMMARY 
When visiting with legislators and their aides, it is important for members to be prepared to answer questions about FHA‑HERO and Home Economics Careers and Technology accurately. The following information has been compiled to help you inform others about the California Association FHA-HERO.

1.
What is California FHA-HERO?
California FHA-HERO is a statewide career-technical student organization for students who are currently or have been enrolled Home Economics Careers and Technology students. It functions as part of the Home Economics Careers and Technology Education curriculum to prepare members in areas of personal growth, leadership development, citizenship development, and career skills development.  

2.
What is the focus/function of FHA-HERO?
As a pre-professional organization, FHA-HERO builds upon the Home Economics Careers and Technology Curriculum to assist students develop personal, leadership, citizenship and career skills. Students use these skills in family, community, and work settings.

3.
How many students do California FHA-HERO activities impact?
More than 50,000 students who are involved in Home Economics Careers and Technology courses statewide are positively influenced by the leadership program.

4.
What types of activities are conducted by FHA-HERO chapters?

Chapter activities primarily focus on six areas: leadership and personal development, career exploration and development, social and fundraising activities, community service, and students and adult recognition.

5.
What types of career development activities are offered to members?

Students can develop career skills through 20 competitive activities: public speaking, job application and interview, parliamentary procedure, community involvement, applied technology, and other events directly related to Home Economics Careers and Technology Curriculum. Examples of subject-related competitive activities include fashion design, culinary arts, child development, interior design, consumer education, energy conservation, nutrition, and hospitality. Students can receive recognition at chapter, region, state and national levels.

6.
Why is FHA-HERO a career-technical student organization?
FHA-HERO is considered a career-technical student organization because of its tie to the career-vocational subject area of Home Economics Careers and Technology education. Provisions for using career-technical student organizations as an integral part of vocational instruction have been included in federal vocational legislation since 1921.

In California, career-technical student organizations (CTSOs) are sponsored by the related career-vocational subject matter staff in the California Department of Education. FHA-HERO is sponsored by the Home Economics Careers and Technology Education Staff. At the National level CTSOs are sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education.

7.
What is Career-Technical Education (formerly referred to as Career-Vocational Education)?
Career-Technical Education is a term used to describe programs that prepare individuals for employment in recognized occupations as well as in new and emerging occupations, or prepare individuals for enrollment in post secondary programs.

8.
What is Home Economics Careers and Technology Education?

Home Economics Careers and Technology Education prepares students to become positive, productive members of families, the workplace, and the community through two programs: Consumer and Family Studies (CFS) and Home Economics Related Occupations (HERO).

9.
What is Consumer and Family Studies?
Consumer and Family Studies (CFS) is a program that equips students with essential skills for personal and family life management, as well as balancing home and work responsibilities through instruction in eight content areas, and is a foundation for all career paths.

· Child Development and Guidance

· Consumer Education

· Family Living and Parenting Education

· Fashion, Textiles and Apparel 

· Food and Nutrition

· Housing and Furnishings

· Individual and Family Health

· Leadership

10.
What is Home Economics Related Occupations?
Home Economics Related Occupations (HERO) is a program that focuses on preparing students with skills for earning a living and careers in one of eight pathways:

· Child Development and Education

· Consumer Services

· Family and Human Services

· Fashion Design, Manufacturing and Merchandising

· Food Science, Dietetics and Nutrition

· Food Service and Hospitality

· Hospitality, Tourism and Recreation

· Interior Design, Furnishings and Maintenance

11.
Why is an FHA-HERO chapter important?

FHA-HERO:

(a)
helps students develop personal, leadership and citizenship skills for family, community and work roles.

(b)
prepares students for careers related to Home Economics Careers and Technology.

(c)
is a teaching strategy that extends and enriches classroom learning.

(d)
provides students with a wide range of opportunities for community service learning.

(e)
makes classroom learning real and relevant through “hands on” activities for students by providing a “real world” context for students to demonstrate what they know and are able to do.

(f)

provides students with the opportunity to receive recognition for skills learned in the Home Economics Careers and Technology Instructional Program.

(g) showcases the skills and knowledge students learn or develop through the Home Economics Careers and Technology Instructional Program.

12.
Why are FHA-HERO chapters a part of Home Economics Careers and Technology Education?
FHA-HERO is an integral part of Home Economics Careers and Technology Instruction because activities are based upon the content taught in Home Economics Careers and Technology Programs. FHA-HERO activities reinforce classroom learning that expand and enrich the curriculum by giving students the opportunity to put into practice the skills and knowledge learned in the classroom.

FHA-HERO activities may take place during class time as part of the Home Economics Careers and Technology Instructional Program. Therefore, a specific FHA-HERO activity may be used as a teaching strategy to meet an instructional objective and, as such, is part of Home Economics Careers and Technology Education.

13.
How is FHA-HERO different from 4-H and other non-vocational student groups?

(a)
It is an integral part of Home Economics Careers and Technology Education because activities are based on and are a part of Home Economics Careers and Technology Education which is a subject matter taught in middle, junior, and high schools as well as ROCPs.

(b)
Adult guidance is provided by credentialed Home Economics Careers and Technology Education teachers.

(c)
At the national level, FHA-HERO is sponsored by the American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences and the United States Department of Education. In California, FHA-HERO is sponsored by Home Economics Careers and Technology Education staff of the California Department of Education and supported by the Home Economics Teachers Association of California and the California Home Economics Education Foundation.

14.
In what way have state funds (AB-8) for career-technical student organizations helped the California Association?

The following activities and services are provided to chapters and members as a result of state funds from the State Association:

1. Region Officers Leadership Conference.

2. Member Conferences.

3.
Expanded leadership training for members, advisors, and state and region officers. 

4.
Competitive Recognition Events.

5.
Workshops held for future home economics careers and technology education teachers to assist them in working more effectively with FHA‑HERO.

6.
Officer, member, and advisor consultant teams to help secondary schools start FHA-HERO chapters.

7.
FHA-HERO Member's Handbook and other resources.

15.
What kind of support does business and industry provide for California members and advisors?

· More than $50,000 in scholarships

· Cash and other awards for competitive recognition event finalists (approximately $40,000)

· Leadership development activities

· Judges for competitive recognition events

· Sites for career field trips and internships

16.
What types of recognition do students receive through FHA-HERO?

(a)
California chapter, region and golden state degree

(b)
Scholarships

(c) Cash and other awards through competitive recognition events  

(d) Leadership Conference Certificates.

17.
Is the California Association tied to a national organization?
Yes. It is affiliated with Family, Career, and Community Leaders of America (formerly Future Homemakers of America, Inc.). It is a private non-profit organization composed of 52 state associations, including the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Membership includes approximately one-half million students in middle, junior, and senior high schools. FHA-HERO was founded in 1945, and California received its charter as the 35th state in 1946.
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